SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
The Public Defenders
AND

(NSW/ACT)

The Aboriginal Legal Service

FOR THE PERIOD 1 JULY 2025 to 30 JUNE 2026



This agreement is made on lo[1o]2s 2025 between the Public
Defenders and the Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited.
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PREAMBLE

The role of the Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited (hereinafie
referred to as the ALS) is to provide legal aid services to Aboriginal
(including people of Torres Strait Island descent, hereinafter referred to
collectively as Aboriginal people), in the most effective, efficient and
economical manner,

The role of Public Defenders is to advise and appear in criminal proceedings

period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

peme reviewed by no fater than 31 May 202¢
mitrment 1o enter a further service level agreement covering the period 1
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reement, such notice to be not less than three months prior to the date
of mmn to be nominated by the terminating party in writing.




2.3  The Senior Public Defender or their nominee and an officer nominated by the
ALS shall consult on a regular basis, to review the implementation of this
agreement, including allocations of Public Defenders. Priorities of work and
allocations are only to be changed following agreement by both parties.

2.4 The parties agree to exchange such information wmmmﬁas
necessary for the full consultation and implementation of this agreement.

25  Any formal consultation about this agreement shall be minuted.

3.  PRIORITY OF WORK AND ALLOCATION OF PUBLIC

services 1o a legally assisted person. Public Defenders, consistent with their
ethical obligations, may provide advice on merit for more than one co-accused
in a matter. The usual rules relating to conflict of interest howaver may
prevent a Public Defender representing more than one party where aid is
granted in an appellate matter,
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4.1

it is agreed that the solicitors and staff of the ALS will make their best
endeavours to provide briefs and other relevant material to the Public
Defenders at the earliest opportunity to ensure the most efficient and effective
use of the Public Defenders’ time. Such briefs as are provided shall be in the

proper form.

The parties acknowledge that in matters where clients are likely to be
ommitted for trial and sentence, early involvermnent of Public Defenders may

result in early and favourable resolution of matters. The ALS agrees that its
solicitors will attempt to identify such matters and brief Public Defenders at an

mﬂym@mﬂm accordance with the EAGP procedures.

The Public Defenders agree to pmidﬁ a&vsm mws to the Principal Legal
Officer ALS of the details of any allocations of Public Defende
sgional District Courts in addition to %hm

saiot aﬁd mmmm in the provision of

» The provision of ad hoc advice to ALS staff either b
means;

» The provision of research materials and access
research officers, and provision of other legal material;

¢ The provision of speakers and materials for continuing legal education for
ALS staff and private solicitors undertaking ALS matters if available;




4.2
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6.2

6.3

«» The provision of mentors for ALS trial advocates in accordance with
guidelines agreed between the parties; and

« Advice in the preparation of law reform submissions made by the ALS (if
requested and where reasonably possible, noting that ALS has dedicated
policy lawyers and the views of the Public Defenders and the ALS will not
always align).

It is further agreed that the provision of continuing legal education by Public
Defenders to ALS staff shall either be without charge or provided at cost
where the Public Defenders are required to pay a fee or other amount to
another body to conduct this training. The number of ALS staff permitted to
attend continuing i@gﬁeﬂmﬁana&m;&rmmmw@yﬁm
discretion of the Public Defenders.

FURTHER WORK TO BE UNDER

ders will invoice the ALS on 15 October 2025 and 15 April

W payment, (plus &8‘?},

in default of the ALS or the Public Defenders exmtmg written renewal of this
Agreement, the agreement between the ALS and the Public Defenders shall
continue unless the ALS or the Public Defenders gives notice in writing of




repudiation of the Agreement, such notice to have effect not less than 21 days
after the date of service of such notice upon the other party.

[ 8 TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT

7.1 Notwithstanding the preceding terms of this agreement, the Public Defenders
reserves the right to terminate this agreement should the current funding
Termination shall

arrangements for ALS be aftered in any substantial manner.
not occur until all parties to this agreement are consufied.

8. CONTRACT NOT TRANSFERABLE

8.1 The terms and conditions of this agreement
entity (either currently existing or coming g
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