





Causes of wrongful convictions

Contributing Causes of Wrongful Convictions (first 325 DNA exonerations)

Total is more than 100% because wrongful convictions can have more than one cause.
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Percentage of exonerafion cases
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A police photo of John Button’s car taken John Button’s car fitted against the Ford Prefect he
after he was charged crashed into weeks before the fatal crash.




Yacht murder witness changes her tune again

DAVED KILLICK yacht moored off Sandy Bay on
Australia Day, 2009,

THERE was no reliable evidence:  Susan Blyth Neill-Fraser, 62, s The Supreme Court in Hol

of human blood found in an in-  using new laws to mount an ap-  has heard evidence there

flatable dinghy supposedly used  peal against her conviction for scientifically credible bl

o dump the body of Bob Chap- killing: her partner aboard their  evidence to support the firy
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murdei

MOSMAN Park business
woman FPam Lawrence was
clubbed to death with a

weapon ke the one plc-
tured lerlt

Murder squad detectives
have revealed to the Sunday
Times what the wWeapon
looks like in a bid to help
trap the killer.
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Confirmation Bias
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Confidence

Confidence inflates
over time



Memory s reconstructive
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Your memory of
an event IS
affected by many
factors



Memory stages
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“Obvious Factors”
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Memory stages
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100

Amount forgotten (e.g. 70%)

50

% correct

e

Amount retained (e.g. 30%)

Hours 0



The influence of questions and
suggestions



The Influence of questions and suggestions













Choice Blindness

M emoy Blindness

When a person fails to perceive alterations made to

their previous memory reports (Cochran, Greenspan, Bogart, &
Loftus, 2016).
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Recall Memory and Modality

Sagana, Sauerland, & Merckelbach (2017); Brown, Cullen & van Golde, (in prep)



Method

N=67



Memory Blindness
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Further Factors

- I[tem similarity;

- Difficulty; m
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~ Confidence;

- Online presentation;




1. Voluntary False
Confession

2. Coerced Compliant
False Confession

3. Coerced Internalise
False Confession
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First Impressions

Testing the Steven Avery Effect: Are Exonerees at an Increased Risk of Being
Convicted of a New Offense? Smalarz, Melishkevich, BA, Muiroz, & Shelton,
(2020)



What do we learn from this?

Overhaul of various police and trial procedures
Legal Reform

Focus on preventing



Thank you

Any questions:

@ celine.vangolde@sydney.edu.au

o @celinevangolde






Overall Remarks

- Memory Blindness is a robust finding for recall
memory (When an experimenter is present)

- It does not appear that recall modality affects
the occurvence as much as specific tas
details/requirements

- This indicates a true issue within applied settings



